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To be enriched with interests of class participants

Climate Change and Environmental Justice, Fall semester 2026

LAS 6938 /SPCC-27290 & LAS 4935 /SPUC-27291 
ANG 6930 /SP69-24784 & ANT 4930 /SP49-27485
SYA7933 /SP02–27660 & SYA4930 /SP01-27658 

Mondays 9:35am to 12:35pm (periods 3-5), Grinter Hall 376
Instructor: Susan Paulson, Course info
Participants are welcome to contact Professor Paulson any time at spaulson@latam.ufl.edu
Course Description  
This course explores causes and impacts of climate-related changes and assesses diverse responses. A political ecology framework interconnects phenomena operating on multiple spatial-temporal scales: from ecosystems and communities to earth systems and global political economies. We investigate intersections of coloniality/gender/racialization/class in asymmetric resource flows, uneven development, and unequal distribution of environmental costs and benefits. And learn from indigenous, ecofeminist, ecomasculine, and degrowth initiatives that support equitable wellbeing and regeneration. Participants critically analyze competing approaches to mitigation, adaptation, and transformation, including alternatives impelled by social movements.  

Learning Outcomes

Students who engage actively in this course will develop capacities to:

1. Analyze climate and justice challenges in a political ecology framework, considering multiple spatiotemporal scales. 

2. Understand basics of climate change science and impacts.

3. Evaluate competing theories about causes of climate changes and unequal dynamics: Anthropocene, capitolocene, plantationocene.

4. Identify roles of coloniality, gender, race, and class in facilitating exploitation of humans and other nature. 

5. Recognize a range of initiatives mobilized for environmental justice.

6. Reflect on diverse indigenous, ecomasculine, ecofeminist and degrowth ideas and practices.   

7. Think critically about mainstream responses and alternative proposals for climate mitigation, adaptation, and transformation.

8. Reflect on ecosocial impacts of own behaviors, choices, and lifestyles.  

Skills and Strategies
Students who engage actively in this course will develop skills and strategies to:

1.
Apply transformative methods in research, analysis, and practice.

2.
Write responses to a range of scholarly materials and popular media. 

3.
Communicate effectively about climate and justice in public presentations and multi-media. 

4.
Draft briefs of policies aimed to influence social-environmental change.

5.
Consider concerns and demands of stakeholders in diverse social and cultural positions.

6.
Collaborate to apply complementary talents and knowledges toward shared objectives. 

Instructor: Susan Paulson, Professor at the Center for Latin American Studies

Decades of field research on human-environment relations in Andean and Amazonian communities inform Paulson‘s current work toward global environmental justice. She learns with diverse interlocutors in forums ranging from indigenous workshops to executive summits, writing in outlets from Degrowth.info to The Economist. Recent publications include World-making technology entangled with coloniality, racialization, and gender (2024), Degrowth and Anthropology  (2024), Pluriversal learning: pathways toward a world of many worlds (2019), and the co-authored book The Case for Degrowth (2020), translated into twelve languages. Paulson spent 2025-26 academic year in Paris, where she taught and learned with Sciences Po graduate students about Climate, Gender and Justice. 
Assignments and Assessments

	Activities and products
	Date Due
	Maximum points 

	Written responses posted on CANVAS
	Each Sunday by midnight
	24 

(12 x 2 pts)

	Group characterization of select initiatives/movements
	21 Sept.
	5

	Policy brief, PPT and presentation
	5 Oct.
	10

	Draft of individual take-home paper
	19 Oct.
	15

	Group video on chosen issues 
	9 Nov.
	26

	Vision board: horizons for career and life paths
	30 Nov.
	5

	Final version of individual take-home paper
	7 Dec. 
	15


Guidelines and criteria for assessment

	Written responses posted on CANVAS
	Each week
	24 (12x2pts)


On CANVAS discussion space, post reflections on each week’s topics and materials, including full citation of all works mentioned. Contributions may go beyond written comments to include artwork, poetry, video. By each Sunday at midnight post a brief response (100 to 250 words) that includes three of the following:
· Comment on one assigned reading or video, and share a selected quote.

· Comment on one recommended reading or video, and share a selected quote.

· Ask a question about any of the materials.

· Offer a thoughtful response to a post by a classmate.
	Group characterization of select initiatives/movements
	21 Sept.
	5 points


Each group selects one environmental/climate justice movement or initiative to explore. Present findings to class in engaging ways, with each member contributing. Maximum 5 minutes for presentation, plus time for discussion. Suggestions:

· Explore movements with Environmental Justice Mapping Tools: EJAtlas and EJScreen. 
· Describe one movement: historical formation, geographical context(s), people involved, immediate objectives, purpose, strategic actions.

· What people and groups are mobilizing and funding this movement?

· How do you think this movement does (or can) affect climate change and justice? 

	Policy brief PPT and presentation
	5 Oct.
	10 points


Each participant will select and study one policy (or policy proposal), then prepare 2-4 slides and make a presentation less than 4 minutes, addressing the following:

· What are purposes and objectives of the policy?

· Where have versions of this policy been implemented or proposed? 

· What people and places suffer costs or enjoy benefits of this policy? 

· How does implementation of the policy impact climate? Justice? 

· How does this policy set the stage for changes on other sites and scales?   

Assessment considers professional skill in designing and delivering a public message in limited time (max 4 minutes). Some examples of the wide variety of policies that may be considered: 

EU common charger rules
Rights of Nature (RoN) policy in Ecuador’s 2008 Constitution
NYC’s congestion pricing
Climate and Health Resolution WHO World Health Assembly 77 
	Draft of individual take-home paper
	19  Oct.
	15 points


Draft and final paper follow the same guidelines and are assessed with the same criteria. Draft may be similar to size of final paper (2000-2500 words), and must be submitted as a WORD document, not a PDF file. 
	Criteria
	A successful paper will
	Pts.

	Introduction 
	Clearly identify the environmental and justice challenges to be addressed. Describe central phenomena, and contextualize historically, geographically, culturally.
	2

	Climate change dynamics
	Identify biophysical climate forces and factors operating on multiple scales: ecosystem, earth systems, planetary.
	2

	Environmental justice issues & movements 
	Identify EJ forces, purposes and movements operating on multiple scales. Consider sociocultural systems, identities, and relations in the problems and in solutions. 
	2

	Analysis and response
	Identify and propose responses or solutions that can be mobilized on multiple scales and places. 
	2

	Course materials
	Present quotations from at least 5 materials assigned for this course (publications, videos, websites), and actively engage relevant ideas and information found there.
	5

	Organization, clarity, narrative
	Write clearly, using correct punctuation, grammar, and citation. Organize message and materials into logical outline with subtitles, sections. 
	2


	Group video on chosen issues 
	9 Nov.
	26 points


Teams of participants collaborate on a project to design and produce a video that addresses a topic relevant to course themes and materials. Examine one challenge/issue in relation to biophysical dynamics of climate change, environmental justice issues and movements, and potential responses or solutions. Show consideration of various spatial and temporal scales. Projects must engage course concepts and materials, and may draw on complementary resources. Instructor will share suggestions on initial proposals and outlines. 

Target length of video is 4-10 minutes. 
	Criteria
	A successful video will
	

	Introduction 
	Identify the environmental and justice challenge to be addressed, and contextualize historically, geographically, culturally.
	2

	Climate change dynamics
	Identify biophysical climate forces and factors operating on multiple scales: ecosystem, earth systems, planetary.
	4

	EJ issues and movements 
	Identify EJ forces, purposes and movements operating on multiple scales. Consider sociocultural systems, identities, and relations in the problems and in solutions.
	4

	Analysis and response
	Demonstrate and/or propose responses or solutions that are/or can be mobilized on multiple scales and places. 
	4

	Course materials
	In the video, present quotations from at least 4 materials listed in course syllabus (publications, videos, websites), and actively engage relevant ideas and information found there.
	8

	Production
	Engaging, entertaining, aesthetic, impactful use of media, narrative, sound, images.
	4


	Vision board: horizons for career and life paths
	30 Nov.
	5 points


Create and present a collage that expresses career and/or life paths that you envision in connection with select course themes. The vision board can be digital or physical. It may represent a vision of a single stage in your career/life, or express a trajectory from early life and through coming years. 

Vision boards consist of a collage of media: colors, pictures, words, symbols, figures, and more.  A physical board can incorporate materials (paint, magazine cuttings, cloth, wood, clay, plaster, sand, paper maché, etc). A digital vision board can capture images and action, including hyperlinks to online media, such as gifs, video clips and music. Ideas:

· Start by exploring your values. What motivates you? How do you want to contribute?

· Consider your unique knowledge, talents, energies. 

· Identify how your passions and dreams connect with course ideas and issues.

· Manifest activities and responsibilities, together with desired impacts and outcomes. 

· Experiment with creative process. 

	Final version of individual take-home paper
	7 Dec.
	15 points


Target length of paper is 2000-2500 words, plus list of sources. Final version is expected to respond to feedback received on draft.
	Criteria
	A successful paper will
	Pts.

	Introduction 
	Clearly identify the environmental and justice challenges to be addressed. Describe central phenomena, and contextualize historically, geographically, culturally.
	2

	Climate change dynamics
	Identify climate forces and factors operating on multiple scales: ecosystem, earth systems, planetary.
	2

	Environmental justice issues and movements 
	Identify EJ forces, purposes and movements operating on multiple scales. Consider sociocultural systems, identities, and relations in the problems and in solutions.
	2

	Analysis and response
	Identify and propose responses or solutions that can be mobilized on multiple scales and places. 
	2

	Course materials
	In the paper, present quotations from at least 5 materials assigned for this course (publications, videos, websites), and actively engage relevant ideas and information found there.
	5

	Organization, clarity, narrative
	Write clearly, using correct punctuation, grammar, and citation. Organize message and materials into logical outline with subtitles, sections. 
	2


"The Earth is what we all have in common." Farmer Poet Wendell Berry.

"Despite, and because of, great acceleration of scientific knowledge and technology over the last few hundred years, human-nature systems are in danger of collapse." Parra and Walsh 2016. 

“Anyone who believes in indefinite growth on a physically finite planet is either mad or an economist.” Economist Kenneth E. Boulding

Week-by-week topics, readings and activities

May be adjusted in response to special interests of participants. 

Session 1. Key concepts: climate change, environmental justice, gender systems, intersectionality 
Introduction to course, participants, dynamics, learning objectives.

In-class activity: Watch brief videos. Consider messages conveyed about: What led to this situation?  What can/should be done to respond? What values and ideas are communicated? 
In-class activity: Write on board many initiatives and movements to address climate and environmental justice challenges. 
Session 2: Analytic frame: political ecology reveals interrelations among climate and society, science and policy 
Required readings before class 
· Baker, Z. et al. 2024. Introduction. In Baker, Z. et al. eds. Climate, Science and Society, A Primer. OPEN ACCESS BOOK. Routledge: Earthscan. Open Access book. Pp. xvii- xxiii.
· Hulme, M. 2013. Read author’s summary of the book’s message. Why we disagree about climate change, Understanding Controversy, Inaction and Opportunity. Cambridge University Press. 3 pp.

· HHMI BioInteractive. The Science of Climate Change. 16 min. video

· Lenton et al. 2020. Climate tipping points too risky to bet against, Nature. Pp. 592-595.
Recommended readings: 

· The Open Encyclopedia of Anthropology. Political Ecology.
· Theriault, N. What is Political Ecology? 5 min video. 

Assignment for this session: Written response to and questions about readings and videos on CANVAS discussion space. 
In-class activity: Form groups around shared interests and select one movement or initiative toward environmental/climate justice in any context or international network. Make plans to study and characterize chosen movement, with attention to intersectional aspects.
Session 3: Disrupted earth systems and planetary boundaries
Required readings before class 
· Farley, J. et al. 2024. Rethinking ecosystem services from the anthropocene to the Ecozoic: Nature’s benefits to the biotic community. Ecosystem Services (67): 1-11.

· International Geosphere-biosphere Program. Explore website, especially Great Acceleration.

· Rockström, J. et al. 2024.  Planetary Boundaries guide humanity’s future on Earth. Nature Reviews Earth & Environment (5): 773–788. Also explore website. 
· Science Learning Hub/ Pokapū Akoranga Pūtaiao. Earth systems and climate change, also check out glossary. 

Recommended readings:
· Climate Crisis in Charts, 20 Nov 2024. The Guardian. 

· National Geographic. Earth Systems: atmosphere, biosphere, geosphere, hydrosphere. 1pp.

· Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research, Planet Health Check website.
Assignment for this session: Written response to and questions about readings and videos on CANVAS discussion space.

Session 4: Environmental Justice: distribution, recognition, participation, and reparation
Required readings: 

· Law, T. 2024. Climate Justice. Introduction. In Climate, Science and Society, A Primer. Pp. 101-102. 

· EJAtlas - Global Atlas of Environmental Justice website.

· Leach, M. et al. 2018. Equity and sustainability in the Anthropocene: a social–ecological systems perspective on their intertwined futures, Global Sustainability. 11 pp.

· Newell, P. et al. 2021. Toward transformative climate justice: An emerging research agenda. WIREs Climate Change. Pp. 1-17.
Recommended readings: 

· Scientist Rebellion. We are scientists uniting against climate failure. Explore website and materials, https://scientistrebellion.org/

· Dearing, A. 2023. Climate Justice in the Anthropocene: An Introductory Reading List. JSTOR Daily
· Joshi, S. 2024. Climate Justice, Taking Back the Commons IN Climate, Science and Society, A Primer. 7 pp.

· Gills, B. and S. Hamed Hossieni, 2022. Pluriversality and beyond: consolidating radical alternatives to (mal)development as a Commonist project. Sustainability Science. 9 pp.

· Pedersen, S., D. Stevis & A. Kalfagianni. 2024. What is planetary justice? Introduction to Special Issue of Environmental Politics, 33(7):1137-1145.

Assignment for this session: Written response to and questions about readings and videos on CANVAS discussion space.
In-class activity: Groups make 5-minute presentations about selected movements for environmental/climate justice, with attention to intersectional aspects. 
Session 5: Competing frames for analyzing causal dynamics: Anthropocene, Capitolocene, Plantationocene
Required readings: 

· Anthropocene.info et al. Welcome to the Anthropocene, 3 min video presented at the 2012 Rio+20 Earth Summit.
· Ahmed, Omnia. 2024. Anthropocene and Environmental Justice. Thrive website. 

· Davis, J. et al. 2019. Anthropocene, Capitalocene, . . . Plantationocene?: A manifesto for ecological justice in an age of global crises. Geography Compass. 10 pp.

· Moore, J. and R. Hastings. 2017. Capitolocene and Planetary Justice. Maize. 3 pp.

· Moore, S.S., et al. 2019 Plantation Legacies. Edge Effects. Updated 2021
Recommended readings: 
· Barca, Stefania 2020. Read review of Forces of Reproduction: Notes for a Counter-Hegemonic Anthropocene. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Suomen Antropologi 46(2):90-92. 

· Di Chiro, G. 2017 Welcome to the white (m)anthropocene?: A feminist-environmentalist critique. IN S. MacGregor, ed. Routledge Handbook of Gender and Environment.
· Johnson, A., C. Hebdon, P. Burow, D. Chatti and M. Dove. 2022. Anthropocene. Oxford Research Encyclopedia. 

· Wu, E. and Y. Xu. 2024. Plantationocene: A Framework for Understanding the Links Between Ecological Destruction and Social Inequalities. Journal of Agricultural and Environmental Ethics.

· Waters et al. 2016. The Anthropocene is functionally and stratigraphically distinct from the Holocene, Science. 351 (6269): 137-148.
Assignment for this session: Written response to and questions about readings and videos on CANVAS discussion space.

In-class activity: Plan and organize group video projects, due in one month.

Session 6: Intersecting sociocultural systems (gender, coloniality, race, class), and movements interlinking depatriarchization, decolonization, anti-racism, decommodification, degrowth

Required readings: 

· Flipped classroom: Watch Paulson 2025 video lecture, What do gender and kinship have to do with climate change?

· Abazeri, M. 2022. Decolonial Feminisms and Degrowth. Futures.  6 pp. 
· Mikulewicz, M., M. Caretta, F. Sultana, & J. S. Neil. 2023. Intersectionality & Climate Justice: A call for synergy in climate change scholarship.  Environmental Policy. Pp.1275-1286.

· Sultana, F. 2023. Decolonizing Climate Coloniality in R. Solnit and T. Young Lutunatabua, eds. Not Too Late: Changing the Climate Story from Despair to Possibility. Haymarket Books, Chicago. Pp. 58-65.

· Survival International. 2022. A guide to decolonize language in conservation. Online in multiple languages.
Recommended readings: 

· OneUPAction. Intersectionality of Climate Change Guidebook. (Produced by and for teenagers).
· Carol Colfer et al. 2018. Making sense of intersectionality: A manual for lovers of people and forests. Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR). 
· Ghosh, A. and D. Kaberi. 2024. Health threats of climate change: from intersectional analysis to justice-based radicalism. Ecology and Society. 13 pp & bib and charts.

· Harcourt, W., I. Leonardelli, E. Still and A. Voss. 2021. Degrowth and Feminist Political Ecology and Decoloniality, Undisciplined Environments.  

· Lang, M. et al. 2024. The Geopolitics of Green Colonialism Global Justice and Ecosocial Transitions. 2024 Pluto Press.

· Locke, Charley. Nov 2024. How Is Climate Change Affecting Teenagers? New York Times.
Assignment for this session: Written response to and questions about readings and videos on CANVAS discussion space.

In-class activity: Oral presentation of policy briefs with power point (3 slides) about one policy addressing climate, considering environmental justice aspects. 
Session 7: Various ecofeminist approaches
Required readings: 

· Dankelman, I. and K. Naidu. 2020. Introduction: Gender, development, and the climate crisis. Gender & Development. Pp. 447-457.

· Gaard, Greta. 2025. Ecofeminism and climate change. Women’s Studies International Forum. Volume 49: 20-33.
· Ojeda, D., P. Nirmal, D. Rocheleau, J. Emel. 2022. Feminist Ecologies. Annual Review of Environment and Resources (47):149–71.

· Paulson, Susan. Forthcoming. What in the world do gender and kinship have to do with climate chang? Social Anthropology. 

· Silberzahn, L. 2024. Care, Ecology, and the Crisis of Eco-social Reproduction: Politicizing More-than-Human Care. Hypatia 39(4): 711 – 731.
Recommended readings: 

· Hackfort, S. and A. Saave 2024, Towards a caring and (re)productive bioeconomy? A feminist analysis of socio-technical innovations and sustainability shortcomings. Sustainability: Science, Practice and Policy 20(1): 1-14.
· Hofmann, S. and M.C. Duarte. 2021. Gender and Natural Resource Extraction in Feminist Engagements with Geopolitical Positionality. European Review of Latin American and Caribbean Studies. 

· International Development Law Organization. 2022. Climate Justice for Women and Girls: A Rule of Law Approach to Feminist Climate Action. IDLO. 24pp.

· Nirmal, P. 2020. “Nature and Gender.” In International Encyclopedia of Human Geography, 2nded., edited by Audrey Kobayashi, 285–293. 

· Paulson, S., S. Mookerjea, A. Saave. 2025.  Ecofeminist & Decolonial Feminist Futures. In A. Salleh and V. Liegey, eds. Routledge Handbook of Degrowth. London: Routledge.
· Pruvost, G. 2021. Quotidien politique. Féminisme, écologie, subsistance. Paris: La Découvert.

· Venegas, M. et al. 2021. Climate justice from the perspective of Latin American and other Southern Feminisms. Rosa Luxembourg Foundation. Spanish and English versions. 22pp
· Vergès, F. 2019. Un féminisme decolonial. Paris: La Fabrique Éditions. (Translated to English 2021).
Assignment for this session: Written response to and questions about readings and videos on CANVAS discussion space.

Session 8: Shifting masculinities, climate and justice
Required readings: 

· Hultman, M. and P. Pulé. 2019. Ecological masculinities: a response to the Manthropocene question. In Routledge International Handbook of Masculinity Studies. Routledge. 11 pp.
· MenEngage Alliance. 2016 Men, Masculinities & Climate Change. 8 pp. Also explore website MenEngage Alliance.

· Nagel, J. and T. Lies. 2022. Re-gendering Climate Change: Men and Masculinity in Climate Research, Policy, and Practice. Frontiers in Climate. 5 pp.  
· Nelson, J. 2020. Petro-masculinity and climate change denial among white, politically conservative American males. International Journal of Applied Psychoanalytic Studies. 11 pp.

· Paulson, S., E. Hirsch and J. Devore. 2022  Caring Masculinities: Stories of Interspecies Love in the Andes and Atlantic Forest. General Anthropology. 29 (1):10-13.

· Smith Khanna, P. 2025. Buen Vivir as fertile soil for Ecological Masculinities: learning from gardening men in Cali, Colombia. NORMA.
Recommended readings: 

· Fleming, J. 2017. “Excuse Us, While We Fix the Sky: WEIRD Supermen and Climate Engineering.” In: Men and Nature: Hegemonic Masculinities and Environmental Change, edited by Sherilyn MacGregor and Nicole Seymour, RCC Perspectives 4: 23–28. 

· Krange et al. 2019. Cool dudes in Norway: climate change denial among conservative Norwegian men. Environmental Sociology. 9pp.

· McCright, Aaron M. and Riley Dunlap. 2011. Cool Dudes: Denial of Climate Change among Conservative White Males in the United States. Global Environmental Change. 8pp.

· Nelson, J. 2020. Petro-masculinity and climate change denial among white, politically conservative American males. International Journal of Applied Psychoanalytic Studies. 

· Paulson, S. and W. Boose. 2019. Masculinities and Environment. CAB Reviews. 7pp.

· Pease, B. 2021, ‘Masculinities, Climate Change, and Men’s Relationships with Nature’ Podcast  
· Pulé, P. and M. Hultman. 2021. Men, Masculinities, and Earth, Contending with the (m)Anthropocene. Palgrave Macmillan.

· Pierre Smith Khanna. 2021. Sustainable Masculinities and Degrowth: Pathways to Feminist Post-Growth societies. Institute for Political Ecology.

Assignment for this session: Written response to and questions about readings and videos on CANVAS discussion space.

This week: Submit draft of individual paper in WORD document via CANVAS. 

Session 9: Indigenous and global south perspectives on climate & environmental justice
Required readings: 

· Flipped classroom: watch video lecture. "Indigenous Peoples and Climate Justice" with Dr. Kyle Whyte, Professor, University of Michigan. 2021. 

· Cuestas-Caza, Javier. 2024. Pluriversal Autonomies Beyond Development: Towards an Intercultural, Decolonial and Ecological Buen Vivir as an Alternative to the 2030 Agenda in Abya Yala/Latin America. Latin American Perspectives. 13pp.

· Hesketh, Chris. 2025. Indigenous resistance at the frontiers of accumulation: Challenging the coloniality of space in International Relations. Review of International Studies 51(1): 64-83.

· Menonte Nenquimo, 2020. This is my message to the Western world: your civilization is killing life on Earth, The Guardian.
Listen to afro/indigenous voices:

· Caceres, Berta. 2015. Goldman Prize Acceptance Speech. Video 3 minutes.

· Ailton Krenak (Brazil) - on protecting the Earth. Gaia Foundation. Video 1.33 minutes

· Nenquimo, Nemonte. The forest is our teacher, it’s time to respect it . Ted Talk 8 min.

· KOLKO: Authoritarianism, war and pandemic: Chocó. 5 min.

· PBI: Cacarica: We are land. 6.5 min
Recommended readings: 

· Ailton Krenak. Ideas to Postpone the End of the World. Book summary in Portuguese, Spanish, English. 

· NYT 2024 Book review Ancestral Future by Ailton Krenak. An Indigenous Author Offers Ancestral Answers to Today’s Environmental Crises
· Kothari. A., A. Salleh, A. Escobar, F. Demaría, A. Acosta. 2019. Pluriverse: A Post-Development Dictionary.

· Surma, K. 2021. Ecuador’s High Court Affirms Constitutional Protections for the Rights of Nature. Inside Climate News.

· Moreano Venegas, M., M. Lang, G. Ruales Jurado. 2021, Climate justice from the perspective of Latin American and other Southern Feminisms, Rosa Luxembourg Foundation, Quito. Also available in Spanish.  
· Whyte, K. 2018. Indigenous science (fiction) for the Anthropocene: Ancestral dystopias and fantasies of climate change crises. Environment and Planning E: Nature and Space. 1(1–2): 224–242.
Assignment for this session: Written response to and questions about readings and videos on CANVAS discussion space.

Session 10: Energy and technology transition: Toward green growth or degrowth?  
Required readings: 
· Flipped classroom: Watch Paulson lecture, Radical innovation for abundant post-growth worlds. Sogeti Executive Summit. Cannes, October 2023, 22 min. 

· Asafu-Adjaye, John, et al. 2015. An Ecomodernist Manifesto 
· Baker, Z. 2024. Political Economies of Climate Science: Beyond Technological Villains and Scientific Saviors. In Climate, Science and Society, A Primer. Routledge: Earthscan, pp 39-46.

· Hickel, J. et al. 2022. Degrowth can work — here’s how science can help. Nature. 3pp.

· Parrique T, Barth J, Briens F. (2019) Decoupling Debunked – Evidence and Arguments Against Green Growth as a Sole Strategy for Sustainability. European Environment Bureau. 

· Perkins, Patricia E. 2019. Climate Justice, Commons, and Degrowth. Ecological Economics (160): 183-190.

· Pacto Ecosocial del Sur, website. 

· Peoples of the Global South. 2023. Manifesto for an Ecosocial Energy Transition from the Peoples of the South.
Recommended readings: 
· Bruna, N. 2024. Green Extractivism and Expropriation of Emission Rights: Are Rural Workers in the Global South Subsidizing the Next Leap of Postcolonial Capitalism? Berliner Gazette 2pp.

· Czech, B. 2022. A Primer on Economic Growth and Biodiversity Conservation for COP15 Steadystate.org.

· Dunlap, X. 2024. This System is Killing Us Land Grabbing, the Green Economy and Ecological Conflict. Pluto Press. Online book available through Smathers.

· FaDA Writing Collective. 2022. Why are feminist perspectives, analyses and actions vital to degrowth? Degrowth Journal. 

· Kallis, Giorgos et. al. 2025. Post-growth: the science of wellbeing within planetary boundaries. The Lancet Planetary Health 9(1):e62-e78.

· Latour, Bruno. 2015. "Fifty shades of green": Bruno Latour on the ecomodernist manifesto. Short essay in Undisciplined Environments. 

· Paulson, S., Cabaña Alvear, G., Muñoz-Sueiro, L., & Velotti, L. 2024. Degrowth and Anthropology. In Oxford Bibliographies in Anthropology. Peer-reviewed online resource. Ed. Lee Baker. New York: Oxford University Press.

· Svampa, Maristella. 2019. Neo-Extractivism in Latin America Socio-environmental Conflicts, the Territorial Turn, and New Political Narratives. Open-access book.

· Tornel, Carlos et al. eds. 2024 The Energy Issue: from colonial modernity to decolonising alternatives. Special Issue of Weaving Alternatives #15. 

· Tornel, Carlos. 2023. Energy justice in the context of green extractivism: Perpetuating ontological and epistemological violence in the Yucatan Peninsula. Journal of Political Ecology. 
Assignment for this session: Written response to and questions about readings and videos on CANVAS discussion space.

Session 11: Contrast and compare responses to climate crises with attention to impacts on different social groups and places, and on different spatial and temporal scales.
Familiarize yourself with an array of approaches, choose one to study and present in class.

· Convivial conservation: Website, B. Büscher and R. Fletcher. 2022. Convivial Conservation, From Protection to Connection. 

· Decolonizing decarbonization (Loss and Damage fund and global south proposals).

· Delinking Global South from Global North:Political Strategies for Disrupting the Globalized World Order/ Sara al-Mahdi. 2026

· Ecomodernism, techno-optimism, geoengineering.

· Farley, J. et al. 2024. Rethinking ecosystem services from the anthropocene to the Ecozoic: Nature’s benefits to the biotic community. Ecosystem Services.  And check out Leadership for the Ecozoic (L4E) based at the University of Vermont and McGill University.

· Forest management: Gatti, L.V. et al. 2021. Amazonia as a Carbon Source Linked to Deforestation and Climate Change. Nature, 595: 388-393. 

· Indigenous and Global South pathways and pluriverse (Buen Vivir, Gross National Happiness, Ubuntu).

· IPCC. 2023. Sixth Assessment Report, Summary for Policymakers. 

· Market mechanisms: REDD, cap & trade, carbon taxes, digital product passports.

· Mountain management: Klein, J., et al. 2019. Catalyzing Transformations to Sustainability in the World's Mountains. Earth’s Future, 7, 547-557

· Pope Francis. 2015. Laudato ‘si, Encyclical on Our Common Home. 

· Protected areas away from humans (Half Earth, 30 X 30 Target 3, A Guide to Inclusive, Equitable and Effective Implementation, global and national preserves).

· UN Sustainable Development Goals, implemented by UN agencies and others.

· UNEP 2021. Making Peace with Nature A scientific blueprint to tackle the climate, biodiversity and pollution emergencies. Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services.  Read executive summary, 32 pp., (check out visual features).

· UNU EHS 2025 Interconnected Disaster Risks report.

· Vijayendra, T. et al. 2023. Transition Town Movement: Local Action in the Wake of Global Emergency and Collapse And Transition Network International. 

Assignment for this session: Written response to and questions about readings and videos on CANVAS discussion space.

In-class activity: Debate on pros and cons of competing responses to climate crises, with attention to impacts on different social groups, places, and temporal scales (adaptation, mitigation, prefiguration, transformation). Think about how these may complement, contradict, or synergize. 
Session 12 Practical actions underway in the world
Required readings:

· Stuart, D. et al. 2024. A Climate Agenda for System Change: From Theory to Social Transformation. Mayfly. Read Introduction: Beyond Ideological Denial pp. 5-34, and Chapter 3: A Climate Agenda for System Change pp 85-106. 

· Bajpai, S., Ramasar, V. & GTA. 2025. Graphic Version : Articulating Crisis and Creating Radical Alternatives: Insights from weavers of the Global Tapestry of Alternatives.  

· BROWSE formal report: Bajpai, S., & Ramasar, V. 2024. Articulating Crisis and Creating Radical Alternatives: Insights from weavers of the Global Tapestry of Alternatives. Global Tapestry of Alternatives. 

· Figueres, C. The Case for Stubborn Optimism on the Climate. TED talk 8 min.

· Rajam, S. 2026. Care as Multispecies Justice. March 3, 2026. 
· Browse 2026 conference “Pluriverse of Peace” researchers, artists, and activists from 25 countries explore connections between anti-war and environmental struggles: audios, videos, photos, and workshop projects, scroll through the program to access recordings.
Recommended readings:
· The Care Collective. 2020. The Care Manifesto: The Politics of Interdependence.

· Climate Science and Colonialism: A Resource & Guide for Educators
· Garcia-Arias, J., Pessoa Brandão, H. M. & Sánchez Gómez, N. (2026). Imagining Critical Pedagogies and Ecological Humanities in the Pluriverse. Nomadic, Decolonial and Life-centered Environmental Education as a South-complex Environmental-desiring Machine. Critical Education, 17(1), 19-41.  

· Gough, N. et al.  2024 Queer(y)ing environmental education research. IN Gender and Environmental Education: Feminist and Other(ed) Perspectives. 
Assignment for this session: Written response to and questions about readings and videos on CANVAS discussion space.

In class activity: Creative groups present videos on chosen issues related to climate and justice.  

Session 13: Transformational pathways for course participants  
Select one or more recommended source that connects with your path, comment on CANVAS and during your vision board presentation.
· Clifford, M. Climate communication through music.  Wait till dawn (solastalgia), Biodiversity Hymn, cover of old chant: Earth my body.

· Cox, L. et al., ets. Handbook of Research Methods and Applications for Social Movements. ElgarOnline.

· Díez-Gutiérrez, E. et al. 2024. Educating in and for Degrowth: Training Future Generations to Prevent Environmental Collapse. Sustainability, 16(21), 9210.

· Fraidenberg, M. 2022 Intelligent Courage: Natural Resources Careers that Make a Difference. Haymarket Books
· Phys.Org. 2025. Science 'storytelling' is desperately needed amid climate and biodiversity crisis. 

· Purpose: video trailer

· Resurrección, B. and R. Elmhirst. 2021. Negotiating Gender Expertise in Environment and Development. Routledge. 

· Robbins, J. 2020. Ecopsychology: How Immersion in Nature Benefits Your Health. Yale Environment. 

· Walters, S. et al. eds. 2023. Special Issue on Climate Justice Education. PIMA. 

Assignment for this session: Written response to and questions about readings and videos on CANVAS discussion space.

In class activity: Each participant presents a physical or electronic vision board that communicates own values, visions, paths, and horizons in relation to learning journey of this course. 
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