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SUMARY  
The war in northern Uganda involving the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) highly impacted the population 
and land cover of the region. The conflict occurred between 1986-2006, during which time people in the 
region sought refuge to Internal Displaced People Camps or were forced to migrate to other areas of the 
country. This displacement and depopulation of rural areas led to an increase woody vegetation by 85% 
between 1985 and 2002. I used remote sensing to track changes in woody vegetation between 2001-2015 
to understand how the northern Uganda landscape has changed since the end of the conflict in 2006. 
Additionally, interviews of residents and government officials were used to understand the impact of post-
conflict regrowth on human livelihoods and land-grabbing in the area.  
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